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Drug Abuse

ﬁf a social, health, economlc and crlmlnal Justlce
~ problem ' '

¥ global in nature




Why Should Justice Be
( Involved in Treatment?

% Experience has shown that treatment alone Is
not able to effectively deal with certain types
of offenders | -

& The marriage of the justice and treatment
communities can better deal with drug abuse
by criminal offenders than either treatment or
the courts alone.



The revolving door

% Recurring criminal behavior of the drug
dependent offender poses a significant
challenge for the criminal justice system.

# Conventional criminal justice systems are il
equipped to deal with a strong precursor to
the drug addicts’ criminal behavior; their
drug addiction.



The revolving door

# The shortage of substance abuse treatment
and other therapeutic interventions in
correctional institutions as well as accessto
elicit drugs in some correctional institutions
has only exacerbated the problem.

& Incarceration, parole, probation and other
supervisory mechanisms have in many
Instances proved ineffective in deterring drug

addicted offenders from ongoing criminal
behavior.



Do Drug Treatment Courts
Work?(DTC)

& Evaluations in various jurisdictions show
DTCs are more effective in reducing ongoing
drug dependency and criminal behaviour

¥ cost effective compared with prison

# not a ‘soft option’...close monitoring



Are DTCs the solution for all
addicts?

% Offender must volunteer
% not appropriate if seriously mentally ill

# programme works best if offender commits
crimes to support their drug dependency

¥ court works best for offenders who are
motivated to stop using



Drug Treatment Courts Decrease
Criminal Recidivism — Canada*

% 95.5% of drug treatment court graduates
attribute the cessation of their criminal
activity to participation in the program.

¥ 59.5% of participants who were unable to
complete the drug treatment court program
attribute the reduction of their criminal
activity to their participation in the program.

"
o Toronto Drug Treatment Court Evaluation Project, Interim Evaluation

Report, Executive Summary”, Greenway, Gliksman, Greenaway, Patra,
Samant, December, 2003 p.1



Drug Treatment Courts Increase
Retention In Treatment — Canada*

% At one month or less retention —25.3%
% At 2 months: retention — 32.7%

¥ At 3 months: retention — 38.7%

# At 5 months: retention. — 40%

**Toronto Drug Treatment Court Evaluation Project, Interim Evaluation
Report, Executive Summary”, Greenway, Gliksman, Greenaway, Patra,
Samant, December, 2003 p.4,9



Drug Treatment Courts reduces or
eliminates drug use*

% 95.8% of drug treatment court graduates
attribute their ehimination of substance abuse
to the drug treatment court program.

% 59.5% of drug treatment participants who
were unable to complete the program
attribute the reduction in their substance
abuse to the program.

¥ “Toronto Drug Treatment Court Evaluation Project, Interim Evaluation

Report, Executive Summary, Greenway, Gliksman, Greenaway, Patra,
Samant, December, 2003 p.9



Drug Treatment Courts increase the
overall well being of participants*

& Drug Treatment court participants displayed
significant overall improvements in physical
and general well being, improved social
stability and decreased substance abuse.

¥ 95.7% of DTC graduates say participation in
the program improved their lives.

¥ 61.4% of DTC participants who did not
complete the program say the program

improved their lives

¥ **Toronto Drug Treatment Court Evaluation Project, Interim
Evaluation Report, Executive Summary”, Greenway, Gliksman,
Greenaway, Patra, Samant, December, 2003 p.9



Drug Treatment Courts Save Money

# A number of studies have been published that
Indicate that DTC programs can save tax
payers money.

¥ Different methodologies are utlllzed by
different DTCs In conducting conducting cost
effectiveness studies.

# DTC programs should be flexible and
adaptable to accommodate the characteristics
of the target population, available
resources,prevailing local circumstances,
cultural and social norms.



